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June 24, 2022  
 

Travis County District Attorney José Garza Releases Statement on Supreme Court Decision to 
Overturn Roe v. Wade 

This morning, the Supreme Court overturned Roe v. Wade. This decision eliminated a constitutional right to 
abortion, creating massive instability for women, their reproductive rights, and our community.  

Making abortion illegal will not end abortions; it will simply end safe abortions for too many. Threatening 
women who seek abortion services and their medical providers with prosecution will only drive women to seek 
out dangerous alternatives and avoid necessary medical care, which will lead to higher rates of preventable 
maternal death.  
 
The number one responsibility and job of any district attorney is to keep our community safe.  In Travis County, 
we are squarely focused on holding accountable people who commit acts of violence in our community.  Our 
communities are safer when women and families can make personal healthcare and reproductive decisions 
without the threat of interference from the state. 

While I am aware that our state’s “trigger law” goes into effect in 30 days, making performing an abortion a 
felony, I will not force women into the shadows, especially when they need life-saving medical care.  No matter 
what the law says, I implore you: please, seek medical help if you need it.  A prosecutor's job is to protect public 
safety, and to enforce this law will not only fail to promote or protect public safety but will also lead to more 
harm.  

I know a lot of folks in our community are scared and worried about their safety and the safety of their loved 
ones. I promise that I will continue to fight for and protect women’s rights and use my discretion as the District 
Attorney to avoid tragedy and preventable harm in our community. 
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